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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
Specialist Four Donald P. Sloat

On 15 September 2014, the President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of
Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded, in the name of Congress, the Medal of Honor to

Specialist Four Donald P. Sloat
United States Army

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty:

Specialist Four Donald P. Sloat distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a Machinegunner with
C o m p a n y  D ,  2 d  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 s t  I n f a n t r y  R e g i m e n t ,  1 9 6 t h  L i g h t  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e ,  A m e r i c a l
Division, during combat operations against an armed enemy in the Republic of Vietnam on
January 17, 1970. On that morning, Specialist Four Sloat’s squad was conducting a patrol,
serving as a blocking element in support of tanks and armored personnel carriers in the area. As
the squad moved up a small hill in file formation, the lead soldier tripped a wire attached to a
hand grenade booby–trap set up by enemy forces. As the grenade rolled down the hill, Specialist
Four Sloat knelt and picked up the grenade. After initially attempting to throw the grenade,
Specialist Four Sloat realized that detonation was imminent. He then drew the grenade to his
body and shielded his squad members from the blast, saving their lives. Specialist Four Sloat’s
actions define the ultimate sacrifice of laying down his own life in order to save the lives of his
comrades. Specialist Four Donald P. Sloat’s extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and
beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect
g r e a t  c r e d i t  u p o n  h i m s e l f ,  C o m p a n y  D ,  2 d  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 s t  I n f a n t r y  R e g i m e n t ,  1 9 6 t h  L i g h t
Infantry Brigade, Americal Division and the United States Army.
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DISTRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the
Active Army, the Army National Guard/Army National Guard of the United States, and the U.S.
Army Reserve.
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